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our Self, we are our Self, as the young prince knew
his father, and thus became himself a king.

Phases of religious thought.

We have seen a religion growing up from stage
to stage, from the simplest childish prayers to the
highest metaphysical abstractions. In the majority
of the hymns of the Veda we might recognise the
childhood; in the Brahma?ms and their sacrificial,
domestic, and moral ordinances the busy manhood;
in the TJpanishads the old age of the Vedic religion.
We could have well understood if, with the historical
progress of the Indian mind, they had discarded the
purely childish prayers as soon as they had arrived
at the maturity of the Br&hmanas; and if, when the
vanity of sacrifices and the real character of the old
gods had once been recognised, they had been super-
seded by the more exalted religion of the Upanishads.
But it was not so. Every religious thought that had
once found expression in India, that had once been
handed down as a sacred heirloom, was preserved, and
the thoughts of the three historical periods, the child-
hood, the manhood, and the old age of the Indian
nation, were made to do permanent service in the three
stages of the life of every individual. Thus alone can
we explain how the same sacred code, the Veda, con-
tains the records not only of different phases of religious
thought, but of doctrines which we may call almost
diametrically opposed to each other. Those who are
gods in the simple hymns of the Veda, are hardly
what we should call gods, when Pra^Hpati, the one
lord of living creatures, had been introduced in the